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Layer Planning purpose Source / steward Date / vintage Geography / coverage Units / resolution Classification / threshold Missing-data treatment Limitations Field or staff verification Use in final map

Slope percent No elevation remains no data Screening only; verify site conditions Yes

FEMA floodplain Identify mapped flood hazard FEMA flood zone Use current mapped categories

Use only layers that answer 
the planning question. 
Preserve missing coverage 
and document limits.

Screen development constraints and 
design response

Instructor-provided elevation-
derived layer

15% to below 20%; 20% to 
below 25%; 25% or above

Field / professional review before 
implementation

Outside feature is not outside 
risk

Not a site-specific flood 
determination

Confirm current panel and local 
knowledge
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Layer Planning purpose Source / steward Date / vintage Geography / coverage Units / resolution Classification / threshold Missing-data treatment Limitations Field or staff verification Use in final map

Use only layers that answer 
the planning question. 
Preserve missing coverage 
and document limits.
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Location / feature Relationship / overlap Evidence Confidence Planning implication Alternative response Verification needed Map figure / label

Use only layers that answer 
the planning question. 
Preserve missing coverage 
and document limits.

Observation or 
inference
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Location / feature Relationship / overlap Evidence Confidence Planning implication Alternative response Verification needed Map figure / label

Use only layers that answer 
the planning question. 
Preserve missing coverage 
and document limits.

Observation or 
inference
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Check Required standard Pass / revise Reviewer Correction / note

Question and extent Question, study extent, and intended decision are visible.

Slope classes 15% to below 20%; 20% to below 25%; 25% or above.

Missingness No data is distinct from zero, flat, or no mapped feature.

Scale

Essentials

Interpretation

Accessibility

Use only layers that answer the 
planning question. Preserve missing 
coverage and document limits.

Scale is calculated from output size and viewport, not 
decorative text.

Legend, north arrow, labels, sources, dates, and limitations are 
readable.

Mapped evidence is distinct from inference and causation is 
not assumed.

Contrast, type size, reading order, alt text, and non-color cues 
are checked.
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Check Required standard Pass / revise Reviewer Correction / note

Use only layers that answer the 
planning question. Preserve missing 
coverage and document limits.
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